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CONSTITUTION 
NAME  
The name of the Centre shall be "Collingham Rural Advice and Resource Centre” (hereafter called "The Centre”).  
OBJECTS  
The object of the Centre shall be: - 
(a) To promote any charitable purpose for the benefit of the Community in the rural area east of the River Trent. The said service to be provided completely free of either charge or obligation and without any distinction of sex, race or place of occupation or of political, religious or other opinion, with the object of improving the conditions of life of the said beneficiaries.  
In furtherance of this object but not otherwise the Centre may: - 
(i) provide an advice and assistance centre based in the area.  
(ii) provide for the training of the members in order to develop expertise necessary for the operation of the Centre and the attainment of the foregoing objects.
(iii) act as a hub, providing information about facilities and groups within the local community. 
MEMBERSHIP  
Membership of the Centre shall be Individual Members who volunteer time or other resources to support the Centre and its objects. All Members shall live or work in the area covered by the service.  A record will be kept of the name and contact details of each Member.
The Committee shall determine the membership of the Centre and shall have the right for good and sufficient reasons to veto any application for membership and also to terminate the membership of any existing member provided that the individual member shall have the right to be heard by the Committee before a decision is made.  

TRUSTEES and CHARITY COMMISSION

At least four members of the Committee shall also be Trustees, including the Officers plus one other Committee member.

Trustees shall be elected or confirmed at an Annual General Meeting. 
At least one Trustee must be present during at least four Committee meetings per year.
No amendments may be made to the Name, Objects, Committee Members not to be personally interested, or the Dissolution Clause without the prior consent in writing of the Charity Commission.  

No amendment may be made which would have the effect of making the Charity cease to be a Charity at Law. 

The Committee should promptly send to the Commissioner a copy of any amendment. 

COMMITTEE  

The Committee shall be responsible for the commissioning of the advisory service or any other such service with fits with the purposes of the Centre. The Committee shall also be responsible for monitoring performance of any of the services which may be provided and resolving any concerns which may arise.  
The Committee membership will not exceed 10.  
The Committee shall have the power to co-opt such members onto the Committee as it thinks fit subject to the maximum of three co-opted members.  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS NOT TO BE PERSONALLY INTERESTED.  
A member of the Committee must declare any interest they (or their spouse, partner or close family member) might have that would result in them receiving remuneration from the Centre or from any contract entered into by the committee.
COMMITTEE MEETINGS  
The Committee will meet at least six times a year. The dates for meetings shall be determined at an annual planning meeting. 
All Policy and procedure documents shall be reviewed every two years, with Policies one year and Procedures the subsequent year.  Both Policy and Procedure documents can be amended at any meeting of the Committee as may be required due to change in legislation or relevant guidance. 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Centre shall hold an Annual General Meeting on the 4th Wednesday of June each year.  A notice in writing shall be given to each member and placed on the notice board (at the front of the Memorial Hall), on the website and in appropriate local publications. 
The Annual General Meeting shall elect at each meeting 3 officers i.e. Chairperson, Treasurer and Secretary to serve for a period of one year.  An independent person to examine the accounts shall also be appointed.  
At the Annual General Meeting a report of the previous years' activities will be presented together with the annual statement of accounts. A Trustees’ report will also be presented.
Voting may take place on proposals to amend this Constitution only when proposed at the AGM and by two thirds of the Members in attendance voting in favour.  The Constitution shall be reviewed annually by the committee.  
SPECIAL GENERAL MEETINGS  
The Committee may by simple majority call a Special General Meeting of all members and constituent bodies of the association for any purpose whatsoever. The Chairperson or the Secretary shall, within twenty-one days of receiving a written request to do so by not less than six members, call a Special General Meeting of the Centre for any purpose whatsoever.  
RULES OF PROCEDURE AT ALL MEETINGS  
(a) Voting  
Subject to the Dissolution provision all questions arising at any meeting shall be decided by simple majority of those present and entitled to vote thereat. In the case of an equality of votes the Chairperson shall have the casting vote.  
(b) Quorum  
A quorum at an Annual General Meeting shall be two-thirds of the membership. The quorum at a Committee Meeting shall be four members.  
(c) Absence of Officers
[image: ]In the absence of the Chairperson or the secretary at any meeting, those in attendance shall elect a member from those present to be Chairperson, or secretary, for that meeting.  
(d) Minutes  
A Minutes Book shall be kept at the Centre containing a record of all proceedings and resolutions.  
(e)    Declaration of interest
At each meeting Committee members must declare any interest in the items under discussion.

RULES FOR THE USE OF THE CENTRE  
(a) The Committee shall have the power to adopt for the use of the Centre such rules as it thinks fit and shall come into operation immediately provided that they shall be subject to review by the members at an Annual General Meeting and shall not be inconsistent with the provisions of the constitution or the Rental Agreement with the Collingham Memorial Hall Committee.
(b) The Centre and its resources shall not be used for any purpose which would contravene the provisions of the 1986 Local Government Act, Section 2.  
(c) Any organisation or individual has the right of appeal to the Committee if they are refused the use of the resources or services of the Centre.  
(d) The Committee reserves the right to withdraw membership and/or use of the Centre from any individual or organisation found misusing the 
facilities/service.  

FINANCE  
(a) All monies raised by or on behalf of the Centre shall be applied to further the objects of the Centre and for no other purpose.  
(b) The Honorary Treasurer shall keep proper accounts of the finances of the Centre based on a financial year running from 1st April to 31st March.  
(c) The accounts shall be reviewed at least once a year by an independent person as appointed at the Annual General Meeting.  
(d) A full statement of accounts for the last financial year shall be submitted by the Treasurer to the Annual General Meeting.  
(e) Two cheques signatories shall be required. These will be the Treasurer and any one of two nominated Committee Members as agreed by the Committee. This includes any internet banking transactions. 
(f) A current financial statement shall be provided by the Treasurer at each committee meeting. 
DISSOLUTION  
If the Committee by a simple majority decides at any time that on the grounds of expense or otherwise it is necessary or advisable to dissolve the Charity it shall call a meeting for the members of the Charity of which meeting not less than 21 days’ notice (stating the terms of resolution to be proposed thereat) shall be posted in a conspicuous place or places in the area, including the notice board at the front of the village hall and advertised in a local newspaper/website/fleet magazine. If such decision shall be confirmed by a simple majority of those present and voting at such meeting the Committee shall have the power to dispose of any assets held by or in the name of the Centre. Any assets remaining after the satisfaction of proper debts and liabilities shall not be distributed among the membership but be applied for the benefit of any inhabitants and those working in the area as the Committee may decide.  
		Adopted by CRARC at the AGM on 22nd June 2022
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